Physicians' intention to stay in or leave primary care specialties and variables associated with such intention.
A national mail survey of primary care physicians was conducted in 1993 to examine the differences between those who planned to leave and those who planned to stay in primary care disciplines. The physicians who planned to stay in primary care were those who, at the time of choosing primary care specialties, were more influenced by factors such as personal social values, religion, and the presence of a role model prior to medical school. Physicians' race, sex, workload, debt, place where they grew up, family income as a child, and timing when they made the decision to enter primary care disciplines are not associated with their plans to stay in or leave primary care disciplines. Findings indicated that personal social values, religious beliefs, and the presence of a role model prior to medical school not only influenced physicians' choice of primary care, but had a lasting effect on their commitment to such choice.